
Weekly Devotion: By Another Way

The Epiphany story does not end where we expect it to. After the magi follow the star, after they
encounter the Christ child, Scripture tells us they return home by another way. It’s a quiet detail, easy
to miss, but full of meaning. Revelation changes direction. Encounter alters the road.

As we step into a new year, we may find ourselves longing for clarity, certainty, or a clear plan.
Epiphany offers something gentler and perhaps more honest: light enough for the next step. The
magi did not know the whole journey when they began. They only knew the light was worth following.

This Sunday, we named our Word of the Year as Flourish. To flourish does not mean everything will
be easy or perfect. In Scripture, flourishing often happens in unexpected places—during exile, in
wilderness, or in communities learning how to tend life together under imperfect conditions.
Flourishing is not about control. It is about care, resilience, and trust.

We also invited one another to consider a personal star word for the year ahead—a word to notice, to
carry, to return to when the road feels uncertain. Like the star that guided the magi, this word is not
meant to answer every question, but to orient the heart toward God’s presence and possibility.

As this week unfolds, pay attention to where you notice light. It may show up in a conversation, a
quiet moment, or a small act of courage. God’s guidance often comes softly, inviting us forward step
by step.

Reflection Questions

• Where have you already noticed light along your path this year?
• What does it mean for you to flourish where you are right now?
• What word or intention might God be placing before you in this season?

Prayer

Guiding God, help me notice the light you place before me. Give me courage to walk by another way
when needed, and wisdom to tend what brings life. May this year be shaped by your love and lead
me toward what will flourish. Amen.


